A warm welcome to

The Parish of Christ Church, Lancaster
Sunday 19th July 2026 The Seventh Sunday after Trinity

a vibrant, inclusive

Vicar: Revd Carol Backhouse 07857 449724 worshipping
24 Wentworth Drive, Lancaster, LA| 3R] community

www.christchurchlancaster.org.uk Facebook:@ChristChurchLancaster

Everyone is welcome to

. . . ) ) Prayer for this week
join us in worship this

Lord of all power and might,

week: the author and giver of all good things:
Sunday -19th July graft in our hearts the love of your
8.30am Holy Communion name, increase in us true religion,
10.30am Parish Eucharist nourish us with all goodness,
6pm Taizé and of your great mercy keep us in
the same; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and
Tuesday

reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen
Wednesday F--—---- it
5.30pm Meditation and 6pm Little Seedlings
Evening Prayer Every Tuesday from 9am in the Church
Hall for under 4s and their adults

Children’s Church
welcomes primary-aged children during
the 10.30am service during term time.
Parents/guardians are welcome to join.

5pm Evening prayer via zoom

Friday
9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday - 26th July
8.30am Holy Communion

10.30am Parish Eucharist
6pm Evening Prayer

Messy Church
On the 4th Sunday of the month at 4pm
in the Hall for KS1/2 children
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Wafers available

Please ask the Stewards for directions and assistance.

Please send items for inclusion in this newsletter to Kim Robinson by Thursday lunchtime. Many thanks.




Please remember in your prayers:

! Those who are sick:

Youngblood McCray, Thomas Platt,Yan Connell, David Foster, Ron Holmes, Ann Boss,

i Christine McCrann, , John Lyth, Freda Jackson, Martin Johnson, Ruby Rodrigues, Lou

Rawlinson, Peter Milburn, Helen Stewart, ;
May God’s healing, wholeness and peace be with them

For those who have recently died, including:
i Richard Jones, Barbara Ellison, Finn Dickinson .
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

For those to be Admitted to Holy Communion:
Martha and Theo :
; May they grow in faith and wisdom '

For those to be baptised:
: Athena and Ariella .
May they shine as lights in the world

In our parish, we ask God to bless and provide:

For those who live and work in Masonfield Crescent, Redwood Heights. For LHDAS on
: Aalborg Place.

May God’s loving kindness be found and shared.

We pray for people attending and helping with the following events:
i Organ Recital , Pet Blessing, Summer Club, BVM Summer BBQ .
' Bless our community and those who share in worship and service here. :

Prayer for youth work
: Loving Father, we ask you to help make our youth summer club fruitful. Lord, as you call us,
i make us worthy of your calling. Amen.

Meeting Up. :
i The clergy are available for pastoral support and spiritual direction, so please don't hesitate to
i be in in contact. If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time or is seriously
 ill, please let us know as soon as possible, to arrange prayers, home communion, a hospital

: visit, or anointing of the sick. If you would like us to pray for you, or for someone you know,

: for any reason, please email your request to revcarolbackhouse@gmail.com Please ask the

i person’s permission if you'd like them included in the weekly notices.

Tuesday Evening Prayer

At 5pm most Tuesdays, the clergy say Evening Prayer over Zoom. If you'd like to join to give
thanks for the day past, readings from the Scriptures and prayer, the details are:
https://usOéweb.zoom.us/j/81366929814?pwd=jTDuW7HOB8IR710nQ9Jrm2BrMxj]qVS.|.
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Supporting Christ Church

EasyFundraising

Did you know you can support Christ Church for free when you shop online? Register
using https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ and the brand’s commission will go to church.

Fundraising - ideas, opportunities, and support needed!

We're blessed to have received some generous grant funding for the work we need to
do on the building, but we still need to raise the match funding we still need from our
own resources.You’re welcome to send more ideas to buckleys@live.co.uk. if you're
able to send a financial contribution by using the QR code below, thank you.We’re
getting closer to the target, so anything you can give would be much appreciated.

Supporting Christ Church - One-Off Gifts

If you would like to make a one-off donation to the church as an offering,
to pay a fee, or as a gift to regular funds, you can give through our ‘Give a
little’ page: https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f63a0655-b270-4d05-
bf35-3994747785d0 This will also give you the option to Gift Aid your
donation (if you pay tax in the UK), enabling the church to get an extra 25p
back from the taxman for every £1 you give.

: Supporting Christ Church - Regularly

If you’re able to support Christ Church via a direct debit donation, you can do this via
: the Parish Giving Scheme. Every penny goes to our church, and it’s easy to review how
much you give depending on circumstances. Online at www.parishgiving.org.uk Or by
: telephone 0333 002 1271 Monday to Friday between 9am and 5pm. For any of these
methods our PGS code 030603240 ensures that your gift goes to our church.

Charity Nomination

The Benefact Group are giving 20 charities £5000 each. Please would you be willing to
nominate Christ Church for this? The form takes two minutes, and our Charity number is
1216172 - if we're successful, the grant will make a huge difference to our Choir Church
project! Thank you! https://click.benefactgroup.com/click/ggno-77ov4-nngom-5b82kd9/

PCC

Our next PCC meeting will be held on the 21st July. Please do talk to our PCC reps
about any aspect of life at Christ Church.And pray for the PCC in it’s work this year.
You might want to use the following prayer:

Lord God, Together with you by our side, we can bring growth to our Church. Send your Holy
Spirit to give us good planning, wise actions, joy in worship and our welcome, the right words

when we speak to others. Help our Church grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,

and in service to our local community, through Christ our Lord. Amen
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In Other News...

Olive Branch Foodbank

The Olive Branch badly needs all kinds of long-life food and drink - please bring a t|n
or packet to church with you to leave in the collection crates. You can alsogmsf ~.~,f,.,

s
give money for them to buy what people need: https://www.the- >
olivebranch.org.uk/donate/

Hall for Hire

Don’t forget that the Hall is available for hire, especially during the day and at
weekends. £24/first hour and £12 for each subsequent hour/part-hour. Please contact
Lorna on hall@christchurchlancaster.org.uk or 07808 76536 for more information.

Gardening Group

Our friendly gardening group meets on the first Friday of each month (7th August )
between |12noon and 2pm to keep our church garden looking lovely. New members
welcome, for all or part of the time - contact lippittjane@gmail.com. Please bring
gloves & secateurs if you have them.

Book Group

The church book group meets on the first Friday of each month
(7th August) at 4 pm in the church hall. Anyone who enjoys reading
SV and discussion is very welcome to join us. You can just turn up on
the day, speak to Joyce, or send an email to
joycelynch 1946 @gmail.com

Church Choir

Our Choir rehearses on Thursdays from 7 to 8pm in church. Although small in
number, we are enthusiastic and newcomers are made very welcome.We sing at
services about once a month. Please contact jean.mccafferty@gmail.com if you'd like
to know more.

Coffee with the Curate
Coffee with the Curate is held weekly on Mondays 10-12 at The Gregson Cafe. Meet
new folk and have a chat over a brew. All are Welcome!

Ofsted Report

Well done to our church school for their recent Ofsted Report.The school met the
'expected standard' in all areas, with a 'strong standard' for inclusion.This is an
excellent result, and a credit to all the staff who have worked hard to make this
possible! Thanks also to our church governors, Claire, Catherine, Pat and Richard for
all their support and dedication.
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Community at Christ Church:

Eco-Group Thought/Action for the Week

Today the EU Textiles Ban comes into force to prevent the destruction of unsold
apparel, clothing accessories and footwear by large companies in the EU requiring them
to resale, donate or recycle.This will affect UK companies that distribute in EU.The UK
government is considering a similar requirement. Play your part by disposing of your
unwanted goods and purchases in a sustainable way.

Are you concerned about climate change, and caring for Creation? If so, contact
joycelynch | 946@gmail.com to find out if our active Eco Group is something you'd like

to be part of - it meets every six weeks at a member’s home.

Bible Study Group - Wednesdays 6.45pm

Are you curious to go a bit deeper into the bible? Rev’d Kaarina will be holding a drop
in bible study group every Wednesday Evening after Evening Prayer where we read and
discuss the Gospel of Luke. No prior knowledge required, come along and find out a bit
more! Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.30pm in the Storey Chapel/Church Hall (dependant on
weather!)

Organ recital - Tuesday 21st July 2pm (please note the time change)

Our organist Graham Toft will be hosting an organ recital on Tuesday 21st July at 2pm in
Church. Come and enjoy organ music by Widor, Lefebvre Wely and Franck. Free
admission and refreshments in the Church Hall. All are welcome!

Pet Blessing 26th July 4pm

We will be having our Pet Blessing Service on the 26th July at 4pm.All creatures great
and small welcome! Please bring your pet on a lead or in a cage, or just a bring a photo!
Just let us know if you are bringing anything larger than a Great Dane! Donations of
tinned dog food/treats and old towels and blankets for Wolfwood will be very welcome.

Messy Church - Sunday 26th at 3pm
We will be making treat boxes for the animals at Wolfwood, which we will donate at
the Pet Blessing at 4pm.A dog may make an appearance!

Help Needed - BVM BBQ - 16th August

We are in need for volunteers to help and food and drink contributions for our
Summer BVM BBQ. If you are able to help please sign up using the list at the back of
church.Thank you!

Tombola at the BVM BBQ - Donations needed

We are going to be having a sweetie and Chocolate Tombola at the summer BVM BBQ.
If you are able to donate some treats please leave them at the back of church.Thank
you!
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Scripture Readings for our Worship today:

Isaiah 44. 6-8

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: | am the
first and | am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me?! Let them proclaim
it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the
things to come?! Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be afraid; have | not
told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides
me?! There is no other rock; | know not one.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Psalm 86. 11-17

Refrain: All nations you have
made shall come and
worship you, O Lord.

| I Teach me your way, O Lord,
and | will walk in your truth;
knit my heart to you, that | may fear
your name.

12 | will thank you, O Lord my God,
with all my heart,
and glorify your name for
evermore;

|3 For great is your steadfast love
towards me, for you have delivered
my soul from the depths of the
grave.

Refrain: All nations you have
made shall come and
worship you, O Lord.

|4 O God, the proud rise up against
me and a ruthless horde seek after
my life; they have not set you before
their eyes.

|5 But you, Lord, are gracious and full
of compassion, slow to anger and
full of kindness and truth.

|6 Turn to me and have mercy upon
me; give your strength to your
servant and save the child of your
handmaid.

|7 Show me a token of your favour,
that those who hate me may see it
and be ashamed;
because you, O Lord, have helped
and comforted me.

Refrain: All nations you have
made shall come and
worship you, O Lord.



Romans 8. 12-25

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit
of adoption.When we cry,‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. | consider that
the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of
our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 13. 24-30, 36-43

Glory to you, O Lord.

He put before them another parable:“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,
“Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?”
He answered,“An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,“Then do you want us to go
and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time
| will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.” Then he left the crowds and went into the house.And his
disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field’ He
answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age.The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayer after Communion:

Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life, ever giving himself
that the world may live: may we so receive within ourselves the power of his
death and passion that, in his saving cup, we may share his glory and be made
perfect in his love; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen




; Key contacts:

ViCar: Rev'd Carol Backhouse 07857 449724
revcarolbackhouse@gmail.com |
PEUFALE: ... Rev'd Kaarina Leong 07749 489623
curate@christchurchlancaster.org.uk :
: Children’s Ministry Leader.................................... Innes Heron-Stamp 07853791776
children@christchurchlancaster.org.uk :
: Church Warden: ... Greg Skelland. 07944 683847
churchwarden@christchurchlancaster.org.uk :
FOrGaNISE:. ... Graham Toft
grahamtoft| @aol.com
i Parish Administrator............................ Kim Robinson 0748393601 |
kimberly.robinson@blackburn.anglican.org !
. Parish Safeguarding Officer: ........ Mrs Emma Muckalt & Ms Debbie Steele 07547 717060
safeguarding@christchurchlancaster.org '
i Parish Secretary: ... Mrs Julie Buckley 07717824574 '
buckleys@live.co.uk
: Hall Bookings: .......................c 07462535006 hall@christchurchlancaster.org.uk
i Christ Church School ............................ Miss Emma Simpson 01524 60955

If you'd like to keep in touch with Christ Church news, events, prayer and worship,
please complete a contact card from the pew-end and return to Rev'd Carol

Promoting a Safer Church

If you believe that someone is at risk of immediate harm please call emergency
services on 999.Any safeguarding concerns in a parish should be brought to the
attention of your Parish Safeguarding Officers, Debbie Steele and Emma Muckalt, who
can be contacted as above. Concerns can also be raised directly with our Diocesan
Team,Tel: 01254 503088 or email safeguarding@blackburn.anglican.org

Children’s Church

... is an important part of our church life,and one of the ways children learn more
about Christian faith. If you can offer one Sunday morning each a month (or more if
possible) please have a word with Innes. An Enhanced DBS check will be arranged. All
children need to be accompanied to church by a parent/guardian, please.

Little Seedlings

Our baby and toddler group, Little Seedlings, meets 9-10.30am every Tuesday in the
Church Hall. If you know someone with a child 0-4 who would like to come along,
please invite them. It’s free!

Volunteers needed for Summer Club

We are running our Summer Club again this year over the summer. If you are able to
volunteer to help on any of the dates please speak to Innes.You will need to have a
current DBS - which we can sort for you! Thank you.
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